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as commander of the Northwestern army of ten
thousand men.

In the early autumn of 1812, General Harrison
launched his ambitious and imposing campaign, by
which three separate bodies of troops were to ad-
vance and converge within striking distance of De-
troit, while a fourth was to invade and destroy the
nests of Indians on the Wabash and Illinois rivers.
An active British force might have attacked and
defeated these isolated columns one by one, for
they were beyond supporting distance of each other;
but Brock now needed his regulars for the defense
of the Niagara frontier. The scattered American
army, including brigades from Virginia and Penn-
sylvania, was too strong to be checked by Indian
forays, but it had not reckoned with the obstacles
of an unfriendly wilderness and climate. In Octo-
ber, no more than a month after the bugles had
sounded the advance, the campaign, was halted,
demoralized and darkly uncertain. A vast swamp
stretched as a barrier across the route and heavy
rains made it impassable.

Hull had crossed the same swamp with his small
force in the favorable summer season, but Harri-
son was unable to transport the food and war ma-
terial needed by his ten thousand men. A million